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Presidents’ Letter 
 

This morning is the first hint that summer is here with warm, muggy weather outside 

as well as in my unair-conditioned nursery school office. How lucky we were with such 

perfect July weather!  Like many of you, I have had a tremulous summer manipulating our 

school budget and staff, still hoping for families to come knocking at the door as many 

preschools struggle with the realities of this recession or whatever the pundits call it. 

  Still September beckons with the excitement of new if not many children heading 

through our doors. Teachers, families and children are anxious and excited to get started as 

September brings us all a new adventure in watching the future unfold. For us on the school 

side, the responsibility, the trust, and the excitement in helping shape young lives are 

serious, awesome and joyful tasks. For parents and children, it is a cooperative step toward 

developing a larger view of the world outside the home.  Together we can make early 

childhood a time of joy and wonder, of nurturing and caring, in an environment filled with 

possibilities for all children. 

It is our responsibility, as the professional early childhood community, to ensure that 

this environment is established using the tools of research, education and the ability to 

change to meet the needs of our September children. With over 40 years in this field I have 

never felt as if I can’t learn something more – something that will enhance the program we 

offer – something that will make the difference for just one child.  And it has been NAEYC 

and WAEYC through conferences, publications and workshops that has been the conduit for 

this responsibility to keep learning, to be willing to see another avenue to pursue, and 

provide the very best quality early childhood program we can offer. 

And with the new year comes our new co-president, Jeannette Mirabile, Director at 

the Transitional Learning Center in New Rochelle. Jeannette has already worn the mantle of 

WAEYC president once before and so I am excited to have her as a partner in leading our 

organization to meet the needs of Westchester’s early childhood professionals.  On another 

note, we on the WAEYC Board bid farewell to Olivia Hewitt who has served as our co-

president for the last 3 years. Olivia is moving to London with her family in January and 

WAEYC loses one of its most ardent supporters. Bon Voyage!  

So for us left behind, let’s begin our new year by taking a minute to open up the 

pages of this newsletter to find information on upcoming events, opportunities for 

involvement and your conduit for change. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Jo Platt       

Co-President          
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

We are working on streamlining our mailing list.  We hope all members and centers are 

receiving this mailing.  If you are not receiving this mailing and you are a current or 

recently expired (18 months) member, please contact Linda Jo Platt at 

ljberrypl@aol.com and we will do our best to correct any errors. 

 
 

  

mailto:ljberrypl@aol.com


 

Conference Message from the Board 
 

   Save the Date!! Register Early for Best Workshop Selection! 

 

We are excited to present an array of interesting topics and speakers this year.  We 

have endeavored to find workshops of interest and, responding to your evaluations, have 

included more workshops on behaviors and workshops geared for directors. 

We urge you to make your selections and send in your registration early.  All workshops 

have a limit and we want you to get the workshop you are most interested in. 

 The coordination of this conference is a concerted effort of our whole board.  From the 

choosing of the keynote, solicitation of the presenters, organization of vendors, relations with 

Manhattanville, catering, preparing participant folders, and registration of participants, much 

work was accomplished over the summer.   A lot of work is facilitated by e-mail, and if you 

want to be involved and e-mail is your venue, we can fit you into our program of volunteers. 

-The Board of WAEYC 

 

 

 

********************************************************************** A  

 

 

Message from Dr. Patricia Vardin 

Manhattanville College 

Department of Early Childhood Education 

 

Manhattanville Collegeõs mission is òto educate students to become ethically and socially 

responsible leaders for the global communityó. 

The college is committed to doing that by: 

¶ Ensuring the intellectual, ethical and social development of each student within a 

community of engaged scholars and teachers; 

¶ Encouraging each student to apply his or her development as an independent leader 

and creative thinker, to career and personal goals; and 

¶ Providing a diverse campus community whose members know, care about and support 

each other and actively engage the community beyond. 

Manhattanville College offers both an undergraduate program and a combined 

bachelorõs/masterõs program in Early Childhood Education (birth-2nd
 grade) and 

Childhood Education (grades 1-6). 

 

  



Keynote Speaker 2009:  Gretchen Kinnell:   

From Good to Great: Get Your Mojo From Maslow 

 

How do some people always seem to provide wonderful programs, great service, peak 

experiences and generate excitement for everyone around them?  Whether they know it or not, 

they do it by meeting peopleõs needs.  We can do it, too ð by putting Maslowõs ideas to work in 

our early childhood programs to create peak experiences for children, parents, and ourselves. 

Gretchen Kinnell is the Director of Education and Training at Child Care Solutions in 

Syracuse, NY.  She is also the assistant director of the Child Care Council of Onondaga County 

(Syracuse), New York. She presents workshops on topics related to behavior guidance and early 

literacy, and is especially known for her presentations on biting and on potty training in child 

care settings. Gretchen has logged thousands of hours training people who work with young 

children in programs such as child care centers, nursery schools, family child care settings, 

Head Start, and public-school preschool programs. Gretchen earned a bachelor's degree in 

special education from the University of Wisconsin in Whitewater. Since then, she has taken a 

wide variety of courses in education, computer programming, management, cultural 

anthropology, and sociology. A former special education teacher, preschool teacher, and adult 

education teacher, Gretchen has had articles and interviews published in Parents, in Children 

and Families, and in other parenting publications, including the "Partners in Parenting" 

question-and-advice column in the Syracuse Post-Standard. Gretchen is the author of Good 

Going: Successful Potty Training for Children in Child Care, No Biting: Policy and Practice for 

Toddler Programs, and No Biting, Second Edition.  

 

 

 

Conference Schedule 

¶ Registration       8:00-9:00 

¶ Light Breakfast      8:00-9:00 

¶ Vendors       8:00-9:00 

¶ Welcome       9:00-9:15 

¶ Keynote Speaker     9:15-10:30 

¶ Vendors       10:30-11:00 

¶ Workshops      11:00-1:00 

 
 

 



WORKSHOPS 
1.  Oh, Itõs Just for Attention! 

How often do we sigh over children’s behavior and complain that they just want attention?  

In this workshop we’ll look at the role of attention in development and what makes children 

seek attention.   It will help you look at attention differently.  You’ll learn how to solve the 

dilemma of a child who demands lots of attention and how to provide individual attention 

when you have a whole group of children. 

Presenter: Gretchen Kinnell, Keynote 

OFCS:1,3,4  CBK:1,2,4 Level:l,ll,lll 

 

2. Infant/Toddler Development and Small Curriculum 

Understand child development for children 0 – 3 in classrooms.  Presentation includes 

activities for young children that parents and teachers can trust. 

Presenters: Arlene Carrington, MS Director, Whitney Young Head Start Day Care                                     

Carmen Guzman, Health Specialist 

OFSC: 1,3 CBK: 1,2 Levels: l,ll,lll 

 

3.  Science 

Helping children develop their scientific thinking skills through investigation and exploration. 

This workshop will help teachers bring children’s thinking to another level by asking open-

ended questions and discovering the world around them. 

Presenter: Dina Bove, MS Ed, Westchester Community Opportunity 

OFSC: 3 CBK: 2  Levels: l,ll 

 

4. òMusic! Music! Music!ó 

This workshop combines songs, dances and finger plays offering material to use 

immediately in the early childhood classroom with 2’s, 3’s and 4’s.  Handouts will be 

provided to participants. Please bring a tape recorder.   

Presenter: Delores Jiji, Early Childhood Music Specialist 

OFSC: 3 CBK: 2  Levels: l,ll 

 

     5.  Childrenõs Health 

This comprehensive workshop is designed to inform you about keeping children’s health 

optimal at your daycare facility.  We will cover infection control, safety measures, choking 

hazards, childhood illnesses, childhood seizures, and nutrition.  Discussion includes infection 

control precautions and measures you can take.   

Presenter: Karen Ronan, RN, Mamaroneck High School 

OFSC: 2,4  CBK: 1   Levels: l, ll 

 

6. Challenging Behaviors 

Why and what to do when coping with challenging behaviors in the classroom. 

Presenter: Rayna Alperstein – Manhattanville College, Early Childhood Dept. 

OFSC: 1 CBK: 1,2 Levels: l,ll,lll 



7.  GROWING ARTISTS: Developing Art Appreciation in Young Children 

Children are born artists. But how can we encourage their appreciation of art? Learn the 

vocabulary and strategies to use with children to develop their art appreciation skills. 

Presenter: David Del Campo, Child Care Resources of Rockland 

OFSC: 3 CBK: 2  Levels: l,ll 

 

8.  TRANSITIONS: Time for a Change 

Transitions can be difficult for all involved. It is often difficult for children to “switch gears” 

and move on to another activity. This training is designed to offer practical suggestions and 

ideas that will be useful in the classroom on a regular basis.  Anecdotes and stories as well as 

group activities and specific situations will be used to help clarify these ideas. Group 

participation is encouraged to enrich the experience of this training. 

Presenter: Vicki Messina, Special Needs Consultant 

OFSC: 1,3 CBK: 1  Levels: l,ll,lll 

 

9.  Reflecting on Curriculum and Being Responsive to What Emerges from Children 

This workshop is an opportunity to begin to think about how learning will unfold this year – 

through experiences that engage the children based upon their interests, and soon become 

part of the fabric of the classroom experience. The challenge is to document these 

classroom activities and make the learning process visible to the children, their families, and 

you.  

Presenter: Susan Golob Poltarak, MS, Consultant 

OFSC: 1,3 CBK: 1,4 Levels: l,ll,lll 

 

10.  How to Avoid Legal Pitfalls When Operating a Daycare 

How to protect yourself, from insurance to recordkeeping.  This workshop will delve into 

proper insurance coverage and protection, incorporating your daycare and how to minimize 

liability with proper recordkeeping, staff to child ratio, addressing concerns from both 

parents and staff.  Please bring your questions.   

Presenter: Lester C. Rodriques, Esq., Kahn, Gordon, Timko & Rodriques, P.C. 

OFSC: 5,7 CBK: 6   Levels: ll,lll 

 

11.  Accessing Services for Children with Special Needs:  What Should Happen in What 

Order 

When children in your program are identified as having special needs, they are entitled to a 

free evaluation and potential services.  In this workshop we will walk through the process of 

“what should happen in what order?”  In the Early Intervention Program for children birth to 

age 2, and the Committee on Preschool Education for ages 3-5. Attendees will learn the 

answers to questions such as, How to make a referral, How long should it take, What are the 

eligibility requirements, where and how can services be provided, and more. 

Presenter: Suzanne Peretz, M.S.Ed-- Early Childhood Direction Center 

OFSC:1,4 CBK:1,3,4 Levels:l,ll,lll 



12.  Ready-Set-Go: Executive Functioning and Brain-Based Learning in the Early 
Childhood Classroom 

Working with the basic skill set of executive functioning - the ability to inhibit, shift, exhibit 

emotional control, initiate, use working memory, plan/organize, organize materials, and 

monitor one's progress - we will explore activities that are designed to engage children 

while instilling good learning behaviors and techniques. 

Presenter: John Scardina, Ed.M, Certified School Psychologist and Parent Educator 

 OCFS:  1 CBK: 1  Levels ll and lll 

 

13. Strengthening Preschoolers Literacy Skills ï Tips to Share with Parents 

Focus on sharing information and skill building techniques for pre-reading and writing skills 

with parents of preschoolers. Tools parents and teachers can use everyday to help build a 

preschoolers’ love for language! 

Presenter:  Barbara Dann, M.S.Ed, P.D.  Community Nursery School Early Childhood 

Teacher  

OCFS: 3 CBK: 2,5 Levels :l,ll,lll 

 

14.  Managing your School-Age Program Through Play 

In this interactive workshop, participants will be introduced to management techniques what 

will enhance the quality of their school-age program. Supervision of children, behavior 

management and the importance of play will be addressed. Participants will take part in 

some non-competitive games and fun activities that can assist in structuring a child’s social 

and emotional skills.  Handouts will be available for all. 

Presenter: Robin Korson, Director, Nature’s Nursery at Green Chimneys 

OCFS: 1,3 CBK: 1,2 Levels: l,l,lll 

 

15.  Clay With Young Children 

Children are naturally attracted to clay.  The benefits of clay are enormous and include the 

emotional, aesthetic and physical spheres.  This workshop will offer a series of play-like 

activities to initiate work with clay in the classroom, as well as projects appropriate for 

children as they begin to master techniques.  We will handle clay and try these activities in a 

fun and non-threatening way in the workshop.  Ways to incorporate clay into the curriculum 

will be suggested, as well as best practices for storage, clean-up, firing and non-firing, etc. 

Presenter:  Diane Churchill, Retired Art Teacher, Fieldston Lower School 

OCFS: 1 CBK: 2,3,5  Levels: l,ll,lll 

 

16. What Color Is Love? A Multi-Cultural Program to Teach Acceptance of all 

Races and Abilities to Love 

Workshop participants first become the children and experience the program that uses 

music, magic, storytelling and puppets, following which they are led to innovate, improvise, 

and demonstrate how they would present the concepts in WHAT COLOR IS LOVE in their 

own way.  Participants leave with a packet of information, book, detailed scripts, and 

interactive study guides with suggested reinforcement activities for before and after the 

program. 

Presenter:  Gloria Virgile, Executive Director, What Color Is Love, Inc. 

OCFS: 2,3 CBK:1,3  Levels:l,ll,lll 

  



17. Orienting New Teachers and Staff to Who You Are and What is Expected of 

ThemðFor Directors Only 

This workshop will give directors a simple checklist with explanations about orienting new 

staff to their programs that will help everyone fit in.  Participants will also discuss specific 

topics about staff orientation and observation. 

Presenter: Lynda Merchant, Mamaroneck Community Nursery School 

OCFS: 3,5 CBK: 6   Levels: l,ll,lll 

 

18. Developing a Marketing Plan for Your Child Care Program 

Are you losing customers?  Are you sure you know the reason?  Is it the economy, a 

population shift, a change in your services? Could it be that your marketing message is not 

being heard by, or reaching, your target customers? The workshop will review how to 

develop a Marketing Plan for your program that presents the image and message that 

meets the expectations of your target customers.  Please be prepared to fully share your 

own ideas and strategies.   

Presenter: John Samalot, Metas Business Services 
OCFS: 5 CBK:6  Level:ll,lll 

 

19.  A Home/School Link: Connecting with Families 

This workshop will provide insightful ways of connecting with the families in your school.  

We will discuss fun and imaginative ways to fundraising, create school wide events such as 

festivals, art shows, museum nights and much more! 

Presenter: Debbie Tashoff, Head Teacher, Early Childhood Center at Memorial 

Methodist Church and Lisa Lowy 

OCFS: 3 CBK: 3   Level: l,ll,lll 

 

20.  Great Early Childhood Education Songs 

Learn easy and fun songs and movement games to use in your classroom and program.  Song lyrics 

will be provided. Remember children love to sing with you these classic and new classic songs bring 

a tape recorder. 

Presenter: Barbara J. Wright, Consultant 

OCFS: 3 CBK: 2  Level: l,ll 

 

21.  Developing Literacy Skills in the Early Childhood Classroom 

This workshop will include a brief description of the key ingredients in helping young children 

develop literacy skills and will then focus on how to use read alouds to build vocabulary and 

comprehension skills. Choosing read alouds, how to introduce them, and sample follow up activities 

will be discussed and demonstrated. Participants will have a chance to read and practice the 

strategies presented 

Presenter: Toni Ann Bernard, Ed.D., Professional Development Specialist  

OCFS: 1,3 CBK: 1,4   Levels: l,ll 

  



22.  Home away from Home: Creating comfortable home-like spaces that 

promote discovery & learning.  

It is through our belief that ECE professionals strive to provide exceptional learning experiences for 

every child that we design our trainings to be engaging, comfortable, professional, memorable, and 

unique in content.  It is understood that best practices in ECE are most comprehensively defined in 

the criteria set forth by the NAEYC, thus, all workshops reflect these criteria with utmost priority 

given to the emphasis on New York OCFS and NYC Department of Health Bureau of Daycare 

licensing regulations. 

Presenter:  Cindy O'Neill, Island Training & Consulting Group 

OCFS:1,3,7  CBK:1,2,4  Level:l,ll,lll 

 

23.  Nature in the Classroom 

Take a trip through the seasons of the year and join Shelley Volk, educator and naturalist, in finding 

new ways to invite the kids to learn about nature! What to do outdoors and ideas for what kinds of 

activities can be done indoors will be discussed. Various craft ideas that incorporate nature will also 

be included. Even if all you have is an outdoor blacktop area you can still find nature! Come learn 

how. 

Presenter: Shelley Volk 

OCFS:1,3 CBK:1  Level:l,ll,lll 

 

24. Communicating with Parents About Difficult Issues 

As Early Childhood Educators, we are often the first people to inform parents of problems.  These 

conversations are always a great challenge.  The focus of this workshop is twofold.  We will give staff 

a better understanding of the perspective of parents and discuss specific techniques for shaping 

interactions in such a way that they can achieve the best possible results for themselves, their 

classroom and the child in question. 

Presenter: Janice Smestead, Empathy Associates, Ltd. 

OCFS:4 CBK:3,5 Level:l,ll,lll 

 

25.  Jump into the Joy of Music and Movement! 

Jump into the joy of music and movement with songs and finger plays sure to delight children up to 6 

years old. Take home a "menu" of new songs and old favorites, with a planning framework to help 

you use music more effectively with young children throughout the day. 

Presenter: Betsy Zanhiser, The Music Box 

OCFS:1,3 CBK:1  Level: l,ll,lll 

  



VENDORS: 
Please visit our vendors, located in the hallways between the lobby and the East Room. 

 

¶ All Star Photography 

¶ Aflac 

¶ Marie Gerardi-Handbags and Jewelry 

¶ Kaplan 

¶ Mulch Express 

¶ Westchester Childrenõs Museum 

¶ And More! 

 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Each workshop indicates the (OCFS) licensing requirement covered; Core Body of 

Knowledge (CBK) covered; and the target audience. 

OCFS Licensing Requirements: 

1. Principles of childhood development, including appropriate supervision of children, meeting the needs 

of children enrolled in the program with physical and emotional challenges and behavior management 

and discipline 

2. Nutrition and health needs of children 

3. Child care program development 

4. Safety and security procedures, including communication between parents and staff 

5. Business record maintenance and management 

6. Child abuse and maltreatment identification and prevention 

7. Statutes and regulations pertaining to child care 

8. Statutes and regulations pertaining to child abuse and maltreatment 

Core body of knowledge Framework 

1. Child growth and development 

2. Environment and Curriculum 

3. Families in Society 

4. Child Assessment 

5. Communication 

6. Professionalism and Leadership 

Level I: Individuals at this level are at the first step in the commitment to a career in early care and education; 

they contribute to and assure the maintenance of a safe and nurturing environment in which children learn and 

develop; they learn about children and families through participation in professional development activities; 

they receive ongoing supervision from someone at a higher level. 

Level II: Individuals at this level consistently exhibit practices grounded in theories of growth, development, 

and learning; they work cooperatively with others, establish good mentoring relationships, and sometimes 

provide direct supervision; they have participated in formal study leading to a degree and/or certificate and 

have refined their knowledge through guided and reflective experience with young children and families. 

Level III: Individuals at this level have extensive academic preparation and experience in the field; they can be 

responsible for mentoring those at Level I and II; they possess the ability to provide new resources in the 

development of theory and innovative practice; they demonstrate a mastery of developmental appropriate 

practices which allow them to mentor peers as well as persons at other levels. 

 

 



Conference Fees: 

Postmarked by October 10, 2009 

 

All Participants and Presenters must first check in at the registration table at Reid 
Castle to pick up workshop assignments and room assignments. 

 

Member #__________________________           $40 (  ) 
(copy line of numbers above name from Young Children) 

 

Non-member               $50 (  ) 
 

Student                $30 (  ) 
(Student must submit copy of current student ID) 

 

On Site Registration or after October 10           $55 (  ) 
 

Make checks payable to WAEYC.  Conference fees are non-refundable 

 

Please print clearly: 

 

Name_________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________ State__________ zip code__________ 

 

Home/cell Phone________________________ Work Phone_______________ 

 

Program Affiliation_______________________________________________ 

 

Workshop Choices.  Alternate choices are requested. 

A separated registration form is needed for each registrant. 

 

1
st
 choice____________  2

nd
 choice__________  3

rd
 choice_____________ 

 

Send the REGISTRATION FORM and CHECK to the appropriate registrar,  

according to the first letter of your last name.  

 

***INCLUDE A SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE 

 

A-K  Kelly Osborne   3095 Purchase St, Purchase, NY 10577        914/984-2412 

L-Z   Donna Tortorici  3095 Purchase St, Purchase, NY 10577  914/984-2412 

  



 

 

 

What is WAEYC? 
WAEYC is the Westchester Association for the Education of Young Children.  Our goal is to support 

quality education early childhood education by providing support, training and a forum for those 

working in the field to network and share ideas.  WAEYC is the Westchester affiliate of the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), striving to influence local, state, and 

federal policy issues on behalf of young children.    

We need you . . . your ideas . . .your participation . . .your voice!!!   

If you are interested in speaking with a Board member, below is a list of contact information for your 

use.  We encourage you to join WAEYC by logging on to the NAEYC website at www.NAEYC.org  and 

clicking on View and Print Membership Application.  Our local affiliate number for Westchester 

is 55.  Our New York State affiliate number is 550.   

One year membership is $55/Student $35/Comprehensive $95.  You can also visit the WAEYC 

website for more information!  

www.westchesteraeyc.com 

 

WAEYC Board Meeting Schedule 
 

Location:  Child Care Council, 313 Central Park Ave, Scarsdale 

 

Monday, September 14 6:30 pm 

Monday, October 5 6:30 pm 

Monday, November 2 6:30 pm 

Monday, December 7 6:30 pm 

Monday, January 4 6:30 pm 

Monday, February 1 6:30 pm 

Monday, March 1 6:30 pm 

Monday, April 12 6:30 pm 

Monday, May 10 6:00 pm 

Monday, June 7 6:00 pm 

 

http://www.naeyc.org/
http://www.westchesteraeyc.com/


WAEYC 2009-2010 Board List 
 

Presidents: 

Linda Jo Platt   Community Nursery School 693-9072 

Jeannette Mirabile  Transition Learning Center  738-6760 

Advocacy: 

Fran Porcaro   Children’s School of Early  

    Development    347-3227 

Membership: 

Olivia Hewitt   Scarsdale Friends   472-6550 

Suzanne Boydstun  Memorial Methodist   949-4187 

Program: 

Anna Maria Rodrigues Little Feet First   698-6593 

Dorothy Noel   Link by Link Center   663-1100 

Accreditation Liaison: 

Donna Tortorici  Purchase Children’s Center  948-2414 

Recording Secretary: 

Suzanne Boydstun  Memorial Methodist   949-4187 

Corresponding Secretary: 

Donna Tortorici  Purchase Children’s Center  948-2414 

Treasurer: 

Ronnie Weinberger  Oak Lane Child Care Center 237-3756 

Newsletter: 

Beth Farkas   Alcott School    472-4404 

Nominating: 

Joyce Guimaraes  Larchmont Avenue Preschool 698-3984 

Karen Coombs  Little Sparrows   273-9760 

Mary Ann DeLessio  Armonk Nursery School  273-8245 

Prospective Board Members: 

Vidia Cordero  Eastchester Child Development 

    Center     337-4492 

Eva Levine   Briarcliff Nursery School  941-4373 

Charlie Abney  Mamaroneck Community NS- 

    Playgroup and Kids Club  777-1860  

 



What is the Director’s Support Group? 
WAEYC sponsors a support group for new and experienced directors.  We meet every 6-7 

weeks and address topics of interest to the group and try to help one another in this job of 

running a center.  Please join us at any time throughout the year.  Training certificates are 

available to those who attend.  To receive minutes of our meetings, please bring 5 self-

addressed stamped envelopes to the first meeting or mail them to: 

Sara Arnon  c/o Weekday Nursery School, 1200 North Avenue, New Rochelle, 10804.   

I look forward to a great year ahead with colleagues from all over Westchester. 

 

Directors' Support Group Schedule 

2009- 2010 

 Date 

 

Wed. October 7 

 

 

 

Wed. December 2 

 

 

 

Wed. January 27 

 

 

 

Wed. March 3 

 

 

 

Wed. April 28 

Location / Director 

 

Weekday Nursery School 

1200 North Avenue, New Rochelle, 10804 

914-632-6758; Sara Arnon, Director 

 

Dobbs Ferry Community Nursery School 

343 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 

914-693-9072; Linda Jo Platt, Director 

 

Memorial Methodist Early Childhood Ctr. 

250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY 10605 

914-949-4187; Suzanne Boydstun, Director 

 

Greenville Church Nursery School 

270 Ardsley Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583 

914-723-1262; Marsha Heese / Diann Cecere 

 

Congregation KTI 

575 King Street, Portchester, NY 10573 

914-939-1010; Eileen Stein / Karen Schek  

Topic / Speaker 

 

Marketing Your Child Care Program 

-Todd Mohrmann, Dynamic Training, Inc. 

 

 

Tools for Effective Training:  Learn How 

to Design Staff Training 

-Todd Mohrmann, Dynamic Training, Inc. 

 

Basics of Employment Law as it Pertains       

to Us 

-Pro Bono Partnership 

 

Successful Fundraising Ideas 

-A Panel of Directors 

 

 

Conversations About the Job  -Directors 

Dilemmas 

-A Panel of Directors  

 

These meetings run from 4:00 ð 5:30 or 6:00 PM.  We are unable to meet at many of the 

full-time daycare centers because of the time, but please remember that these meetings are 

for EVERYONE, part time nursery schools, licensed family daycare centers, full time 

programs--any director who administers a program for young children.  I look forward to a 

great year.  If you have any questions, please call Sara Arnon at 914-632-6758, but please 

call the directors listed above for directions to meetings. 

  



Champion for Children ð Sara Wilford 

 
WAEYC  is so proud of Sara Wilford who received the New York Sate AEYC  Champions for 

Children Early Childhood Leader Award at its annual conference in Brooklyn in May. If you 

don’t know Sara, here is just a brief description of her extraordinary role in the lives of young 

children.  

 Beginning as a teacher assistant at the Sarah Lawrence Early Childhood Center, Sara took on 

not a just a job, but a lifelong commitment to assure every young child the early childhood 

experiences each deserves.   

For over 30 years she has been at the forefront of every movement to raise the awareness of 

the need for quality programming for young children. In those years she has expanded her 

vision of excellence through work with public school systems, college teaching training 

programs, the parenting public, our local AEYC. Always available to local nursery schools for 

seminars for staff or parents, proactive in standing up for the rights of children, she never 

sits back letting her laurels speak for themselves. Barbara Kaplan, Dean of Sarah Lawrence 

College said it well," Sara has stood for an approach to education, a view of children’s 

development and a set of values that are humane, inclusive and empowering. She has been 

our guiding spirit.”  

Retiring after 21 years as director of the Early Childhood Center, the “laboratory” school for 

Sarah Lawrence College in 2003 she became  Director of the Art of Teaching graduate 

program at Sarah Lawrence College and a member of the psychology faculty there since 

1982, teaching courses connecting child development theory to educational practice. She 

currently holds the Roy E. Larsen Chair in Child Development at Sarah Lawrence.  

Interest in early childhood education worldwide led her to the Schools of Reggio Emilia, Italy 

in 1993, and to the U.S./South Africa Joint Conference on Early Childhood Education in 1996. 

She has presented in a seminar sponsored by the Department of Early Childhood Education 

at the University of Athens, Greece, and took part in a literacy delegation to New Zealand 

and Australia in the summer of 2000.  

Sara is a past board member of WAEYC and serves on the Early Childhood Advisory 

Committee at Westchester Community College receiving their Outstanding Service Award in 

1999. She is a member of the Editorial Advisory Board of CHILD magazine, frequent 

contributor to Scholastic's Early Childhood Today and Parent and Child magazines. Her 

writings include the Floor Time Curriculum Guide (written with Sheila Hanna and based on 

the work of Dr. Stanley Greenspan); a book for parents titled What You Need to Know When 

Your Child is Learning to Read, published by Scholastic, Inc. in 1999; and a paper, From Play 

to Literacy; Implications for the Classroom, which she presented at the Lilian Katz Symposium, 

University of Illinois, in November, 2000  

On Friday, September 25, you will undoubtedly see her at the premiere screening of When 

Learning Comes Naturally, the fourth in the Learning Child Series, as part of the work she 

does with the Sarah Lawrence College Child Development Institute.  

 

Congratulations Sara! 

 

 



  

 

 

Parent Education Speaker Series 
Co-Sponsored by WAEYC & the YWCA of White Plains & Central Westchester 

 

The Board of WAEYC will be sponsoring a series of speakers who will speak on topics of 

interest to parents of preschool children in Westchester County! 

The Parent Speaker Series will be held on Saturday mornings at the YWCA of White Plains 

and Central Westchester, 515 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605.  Child care will be 

provided for the first 15 children who sign up. Watch for more details during the fall. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Training Events 

 
Sponsored by WAEYC: 

¶ Saturday, October 24, 2009 

WAEYC 45th Annual October Conference 

Manhattanville College, Purchase, NY 

¶ Spring 2010 

WAEYC Spring Workshops 

 

Sponsored by Other Organizations: 
¶ Other training opportunities are available from the Child Care Council. 

 914-761-3456 or www.childcarewestchester.org 

 
To have your event listed in future newsletter editions please email the information to 

bfarkas@alcottschool.org and place WAEYC in the subject line. 

 Date 

 

Sat. December 5 

 

 

Sat. February 27 

 

 

Sat. April 24 

 

Topic / Speaker 

 

On the Road to Kindergarten 

- TBA 

 

Dealing with Difficult Issues 

- Roberta Roth 

 

Fathering 

- TBA 

http://www.childcarewestchester.org/
mailto:bfarkas@alcottschool.org


Scholarship Opportunities sponsored by WAEYC:  The Westchester Association 

for the Education of Young Children wants to make you aware of the scholarship 

opportunities available through WAEYC and the requirements for application. 

The Cate Riley October Conference Scholarship:  Since many programs are 

experiencing serious cutbacks in funding, WAEYC is making available funds to send staff 

members to the October Conference. Presenters, who donate their stipends, fund this 

scholarship. We can think of no better way to honor Cate Riley’s memory than to continue to 

support professional development in the field she so loved. Heads of programs or treasurers 

should send a letter requesting aid for their staff to the conference chair. This letter should 

state the reasons for the request. It should also contain the names of the staff for which 

funds are requested and state their positions at the center. 

The Linda Lattimer Professional Improvement Award: 

The Linda Lattimer scholarships were established to honor the memory of Linda Fraser 

Lattimer who was the founding director of the Purchase College Children’s Center. The 

award has as its goal making professional education in the field of early childhood more 

readily available to those WAEYC members currently working actively in Early Childhood 

Education. 

Early childhood teachers, assistants, aides and directors who are members of WAEYC in 

good standing and currently employed in Westchester County preschool centers or in 

school grades K through 3, and are enrolled in college programs to advance their 

professional skills, are invited to apply for WAEYC tuition scholarship awards.  Scholarships 

are only awarded for early childhood courses. Applications may be made by family day care 

providers; staff in day care, Head Start and Pre K centers, as well as those employed in public 

and private school grades K through 3. 

Grants are a onetime award given as financial assistance for tuition costs for full or part time 

study in early childhood education at the undergraduate or graduate level in an accredited 

college. Grants will be awarded to students enrolled in programs leading to CDA, Child Care 

Certification, AA, BA/BS, MA/MS, and EdD/PhD credentials. 

Scholarship recipients will be reimbursed for a portion of their tuition following submission 

of a paid receipt from the bursar’s office of the college. 

Please visit the WAEYC website (www.westchesteraeyc.com ) and click on scholarships to 

download an application form. 

2008-2009 Linda Lattimer Scholarship Recipients: 

Isabel Bautista; Oak Lane Child Care Center, Chappaqua, NY 

Mary Jo Chevalier; Memorial Methodist Early Childhood Center, White Plains, NY 

Cathy Culyer; Christ Church Nursery School, Rye, NY 

Revedian Sacco; Little Sparrows Nursery School, Armonk, NY 

 

http://www.westchesteraeyc.com/


WESTCHESTER ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN 

LINDA FRASER LATTIMER: Tuition Scholarship Application 

Please type or print. Answer all questions. Incomplete applications cannot be considered.  Applicants 

must be members of WAEYC in good standing and be employed in an Early Childhood Program at a 

Westchester County School.  Applicants must be pursuing a degree in Early Childhood Education.  

Scholarships will only be awarded for Early Childhood classes.  A paid receipt from the Bursar’s Office of 

the College must be submitted in order to receive the scholarship. 

 

Applicant’s full name____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WAEYC membership number________________ 

 

Home address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone number_________________ E-mail address____________________________________________ 

Education background: circle all that apply:  HS  CDA  AA  BA  BS  MA  MS 

Major ___________________________________________________________ 

  

Other professional certificates__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of current employer______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of Center_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone__________________________________  Contact person___________________________________ 

 

Current work information: 

 Position_________________________________ 

Ages of children______________________  Date employed_____________  

 

Name of college or program___________________________________________________________________ 

Course for which you are requesting award: 

Name_______________________________  Cost_______________ Credits________ 

Dates of enrollment______________________________________________ 

 

Please prepare a statement.  Include the following information and attach it to this form. 

Your name 

Your responsibilities and duties 

Reasons for seeking this award 

Describe how this award will assist you in pursuing a career in Early Childhood Education. 

Include any special interests you may have.. 

A professional letter of reference and recommendation from your supervisor is required with this 

application. 

Send all documents to: 

 Jeanette Mirabile, Transitional Learning Center; 555 Davenport Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10805 

  



WAEYC Spring Workshop Proposal Form 2009 
 

If you are interested in presenting a workshop for the Spring Workshop Series, the 

following proposal form must be completed and returned by December 15th, 2009.  

Please print legibly or type! 

 

PRESENTER_____________________________________________________ 

 

EMPLOYER______________________________________________________ 

 

MAILING ADDRESS____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE__________________WORK___________________CELL___________ 

 

E-MAIL__________________________ WAEYC MEMBER_____NON-MEMBER______ 

 

CO-PRESENTER (if any)_________________________________________________  

CO-PRESENTER TITLE__________________________________________________ 

CO-PRESENTER MAILING ADDRESS________________________________________ 

 

Title of Presentation________________________________________________ 

(As you wish it to appear in the workshop brochure) 

 

Please provide a short, specific description that can be included in the workshop brochure.  

Include content objectives and techniques to be used in your presentation.  Space is limited, 

therefore, WAEYC reserves the right to edit. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Length of Workshop is 2 hours.  Circle the times you prefer to present: 

 

Afternoons: 4-6     Evenings: 7-9 

 

Please list 3 dates you will be available_____________  _______________________  __________ 

 

Are you affiliated with a school or center that would be available to host your workshop? 

Yes__________ No_______________ I prefer another site_________________ 

 

**WAEYC provides an honorarium of $150 for each workshop. 

 

Please send completed form to: 

Anna Maria Rodrigues, Program Chair 814 Hall Street, Mamaroneck, NY 10543 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAEYC 

180 East Prospect Ave #130 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543 

_________________________ 

 

 

Dated Material 

Open Immediately 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Directions to Manhattanville College, Purchase, NY 
From New York City/Lower Westchester 

Major Deegan Expressway/New York State Thruway (I-87) north to exit 8. Right to Cross Westchester 

Expressway (I-287), east to Hutchinson River Parkway. North on Hutchinson River Parkway to exit 27 (in New 

York, not Connecticut) at Route 120 (Purchase Street). Left on Purchase Street to campus. 

From Upstate New York and Northern New Jersey 

Tappan Zee Bridge East to Cross Westchester Expressway (I-287). East to Hutchinson River Parkway (Exit 9 

north). North on Hutchinson River Parkway to exit 27 (in New York, not Connecticut) at Route 120 (Purchase 

Street). Left on Purchase Street to campus. 

From Connecticut 

Take the Merritt Parkway South to the Hutchinson River Parkway South, to exit 27. Turn right onto Route 120 

(Purchase Street) to campus. 
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